Effectiveness of Imatinib Mesylate Treatment in a Patient with Dermatofibrosarcoma Protuberans with Pulmonary and Pancreatic Metastases.
We herein encountered a case of abdominal wall dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) that developed pulmonary and pancreatic metastases 5 years after complete resection. Because specific rearrangements of the platelet-derived growth factor beta (PDGFB) locus by a novel fluorescence in situ hybridization method was detected, the patient was treated with imatinib mesylate at 400 mg/day. A partial response was achieved by imatinib without any specific toxicity. Although metastatic DFSP is an extremely rare disease, an evaluation of PDGFB fusion is essential and imatinib mesylate should be considered as an optimal therapeutic choice in patients with metastatic or locally advanced DFSP.